AP PSYCH PROJECT #2 (Brain Project)

You are able to choose from three projects.  You can choose to work in a group or by yourself (depending on the project option). 

Choice # 1 (Single Person)

Children’s brain book assignment
Goal: Write and illustrate an original book to teach third graders about the structure and function of the human brain. 

Specifications: 

The book should be at least 8 pages long and include both text and illustrations on each page. The book must show and describe the main functions of the following areas of the brain. You must also give one or more examples of the type of thought, emotion or behavior for which each structure or area is responsible. 


Frontal lobe


Temporal lobe


Parietal lobe


Occipital lobe


Cerebellum 


Brain stem


Brocca’s Area


Wernicke’s area


Thalamus


Hippocampus


Hypothalamus


Amygdala


Pons



Medulla


Corpus Callosum

One other area or structure you choose

Keep the explanations and examples simple enough that a smart 3rd grader would understand them and be able to explain them to a friend after reading your book. Descriptions and examples must be in your own words. You may not copy from books, the internet, or each other. 

Illustrations must be original and may be created in any medium and style you like. For examples, you may use pen, paint, collage, photographs you take etc. You may not photocopy from books or print out images from the internet. 

Text may be hand written or word-processed, but it must look professional and be readable. You will be asked to share your brain book in class.

Scoring:   Total points: 100

Illustrations  


20 points 

Descriptions  


20 points 

Examples 


20 points

Originality and creativity
20 points

Presentation in class 

20 points

Choice #2 Music Video (Group up to 3 people)

Goal: Write and star in a music video spoof.  Where you remake a favorite song and incorporate the parts of the brain. 

Specifications: 

The video must include everyone in the group and everyone must have equal amount of time in the video.  The video is just that (a video) -- not a power point you put on video.  The video must show and describe the main functions of the following areas of the brain. You must also give one or more examples of the type of thought, emotion or behavior for which each structure or area is responsible. 


Frontal lobe


Temporal lobe


Parietal lobe


Occipital lobe


Cerebellum 


Brain stem


Brocca’s Area


Wernicke’s area


Thalamus


Hippocampus


Hypothalamus


Amygdala


Pons



Medulla


Corpus Callosum

One other area or structure you choose

Your video must be professional looking and not like you threw it together that night.  When you turn in your video you must turn in the typed script and include an explanation about what each group member contributed.

Scoring:   Total points: 100

Video 


            20 points 

Descriptions  


20 points 

Examples 


20 points

Originality and creativity
20 points

Group Work/Explanation
20 points 

Choice #3 Model Brain (Single Person)

Goal: Design a model brain out of household items and/or miscellaneous types of food.

Specifications: 
Include the following structures in your model, label them and include a description of the function it carries out.  The description can be in written form or it can be in the form of a drawing or diagram.


Frontal lobe


Temporal lobe


Parietal lobe


Occipital lobe


Cerebellum 


Brain stem


Brocca’s Area


Wernicke’s area


Thalamus


Hippocampus


Hypothalamus


Amygdala


Pons



Medulla


Corpus Callosum

One other area or structure you choose

Your brain must look professional.  Do not go out and slop something together.  When you turn in your brain you will be asked to explain the parts to the class.  

Scoring:   Total points: 100

Brain    


20 points 

Descriptions  


20 points 

Examples 


20 points

Originality and creativity
20 points

Presentation in class

20 points

Some useful links to use in addition:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/brain/3d/   -- 3d interactive brain model

http://www.stjude.org/Flash/basic_neuro-0405-v2.swf    -- interactive brain

http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/introb.html#bb   -- brain basics

http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/colorbook.html   -- coloring book style images 

http://kidshealth.org/kid/htbw/brain.html  -- nice kids brain site (en Español tambien)

http://www.dushkin.com/connectext/psy/ -- interactive 2d brain

